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Preached at the TOP. of the | 


September 19. 1722. 

Whererein is conſidered the Character of 
the MAN of GOD, and his Furniture 
for the Exerciſe both of Doctrine and 


Diſcipline, with the true > boundaries of| 
the Churches Power. : | 


By — 2 Dilnſen, A. M. 


Miniſter of the Goſpel at as: 


Iſai. VIII. 20. To the Law and to the T. efimony; 
if they Heal not according to this Word, it # he- 
cauſe there n no light in them. 
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That the Man 0 185 God may L er throughly 
furniſhed. anto all good Fan 


J HERE bas no one 1 
bad an equal hand in the ma- 
ny Hereſies, Schiſms, Convul- 
ſions and Confuſions, which 
the Church of God has always 
laboured under, with H U- 
MANE INVENTIONS 
and INSTITUTIONS, in 


jr Aar, of Gods B 


m__ * 


Hence 


| Spouſe of the Prince of Peace. 


HEN CE the firſt rent in Chriſt's ſeamleſs 
Coat, and the continued ſucceflive Feuds among 
the ambitious Clergy, that rendred the Church 
rather, literally, an Army with Banners, than the 


HENCE the Man of Sin, with all his Pagan 
Idalatry, Antichriſtian Hierarchy, Theatrical Pagean. WW" 
try, and Bloody Cruelty. ME go er i wh 

HENCE numerous Sects and Factions 2. fu 
mong Chriſtians, and even among Protefants, Ir 
too commonly flaming with begotted Zeal and MO 
uncharitable Aſperity, one t War | another, | G 

HENCE the weak are wounded; Infidelity M® 
ſtrengthned; and Religion its ſelf; with all xs . 
btefſed and peaceable Doctrines, is become a 0 
ſubject of Debate, inſtead of a Rule of Faith and I 
Life. And I may add to all this,. 


Is a bold (invaſion. of Chriſt's Rabel ns, in 


and a rude reflection upon his Wiſdom and Faitb- 
Julneſs, ſor proud Warms to make any Addition toe; 
that perfect Pattern, which he has given us; 1 
For how artfully ſoever this Miſchief may be r 


painted over, with the fair Colouts of Apoſtolic 

Tradition, Antiquity, Order and Decency, The band Fro 
of Union and Communion, The well Government un ; 
greater Good of ths Church, or wimteyer other Pre? x 
rence; it may be, juſtly. challanged with a Fe 


WHO HAS REQUIRED, THIS AT YOUR furn 


HANDS. Since he. who U faithful to him that ap- 

pointed him, as Moſes was in all bs Houſe, has giv D 
en us a compleat Rule for Doctrine, Worſhip, - 
and Diſcipline, ſufficient io make the Man of Gli,” 
perfect, throughly furniſhed to all good Works, as 
we find in our Text, in which is notable 


- 


f 
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N «hereof, . I Ihall hereafter find occaſion to don 


be perfect, throughly furniſbd unto all good Works ; 
3. i kequainted; with the Will of God, and di- 
rected unto the diſcharge of every part of his 
14 Noce. That there is no Rule wanting for his 
Guide, no Law- for his Obſervance,” no Rubrick 
or Ritual for his Worſhip, no Foundation for his 
- WFaith or Hope; bur what is there fully provided 
'” Wir. Nor any room left for political Inventions or 


five Rule (as we may ſee in the foregoing Verſe) 


five by Inſpiration of God, and u profitable, 8c. 


be tat 1 may more diſtinctly explain the Words, 
„ball conſider them as conſiſting of theſe two 
|" -opoſitions. | 2 e 


Cd. | 


uficient co make him perfect in, and throughly 
* him for, the whole Work of his Mini- 


bis dignifying Title, though moſt frequently 
en to the Prophets and Inspired Teachers, is ap- 
"Wic2ble to the ordinary Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


R dheſe reſpects. 


| — —— — 


I AN honbutable Compellation given to 4 
oſpel Miniſter. The Man of God. The meaning 


r. h 1 eee en , Te, - -. 
„1 THE only Rule and Standard of a Miniſters 
whole Work and Duty. That by which he may 


na blimutions, in order to the full and faithful dif- 
charge of his whole Truſt. And this comprehen- 


þ. z the SACRED SCRIPTURE. Al Scripture 46 
that the Man of God may be perfect, &c. 5 But | 


L THAT a Goſpel Miniſter is a Man of 
IL THA T: the Holy Scriptures are every way 


Prop. I. A Goſpel Miniſter is a Man of God. 


1. IN . 


„))) 8 
5 1. IN that they have their Miſſion and Con 
miſſion from him. They have their Com 
miſſion not of man, nor by men; but from Ju, 
Chriſt, and God the Father, who raiſed him from th, 
dead *, And nv man may take this honour to bimſel 
but be that u called of God as was Aaron . 
Though a mediate Separation to the Sacred Oſſa 
be the inſtituted Means to propagate the Mini 
ſtry thro' the ſucceding Ages of the Church 
yet the Office it ſelf is immediately from Chriſt; 
who has aſcended on high, to give gifts unto men 
and continue Paſtors and Teachers in his Churc 
till we all come in the Unity of the Faith &. And Go 
who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Feſus Chriſt, bat 
given to us the Miniſtry of Reconciliation *.— Thus 
a Miniſter is a Man of God, by him appointe 
and authorized ; and by him allowed to be put i 
truſt with the Goſpel, 1 Theſ. II. 4. 
2. A Miniſter is a Man of God, in that he i 
engaged in the immediate Service, and employ 
in the Sacred Things of God. He wh 
commands the Service of innumerable Legi 
ons of Angels, has been pleaſed to digni 
poor Duſt and Aſhes, wich the Character of hi 
Servants, and betruſt them with the great Afﬀair 
of his Kingdom. That by their Miniftry, (bon 
contemptible ſoever in the eyes of the World 
He may break down the ſtrong holds of Sin ann 
Satan in the Hearts of Men, reſcue Sins miſerabi 
Captives, advance the Kingdom of his Grace 
and erect Trophies on the ruins of Satans Inte 
reſt in the World. And as he has honour} 
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chem with this awful Truſt, fo 
part to it, and ſent em to preach in his Name 
the Goſpel of the Kingdom, to inſtruct the Ig- 


Mourners, to detect the Self-deceivers, refute 


Hearts, lay open the Devices of Satan; and both 
by Doctrine and Diſcipline, earneſtly purſue the 


Reconciliation unto God. Thus are they 
Men of God, Men ſeparated unto the Goſpel of God, 


God, which 4 given to them, to fulfil the Word of God, 
Goſpel Miniſter. 


y. Such are the riches of free Grace, and 
ſuch the wonders of Divine Condeſcenſion, that 
injured Juſtice is ſtooping to treat with Rebels 
about a Reconciliation, and for that End he 20 


emmitted unto his Miniſters the word-of Reconcili- 
nin ; and commiſſion'd 'em in his Name, to 
ropole the Treaty of Peace to poor Sinners x 
nd to preſs upon em both the ſweet / Allure- 
nts of the Goſpel, and terrible Thunders of 
he Law, as powerful Incentives to their com- 
liance with offer d Mercy. e 
AND as God graciouſſy condeſeends to treat 
th, Rebels, ſo alſo to bring them into his Fa- 
a 3 mily, 
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has he ſet erf 
norant, to awaken the Secure, to comfort the 


the Erroneous, diſcover the deceitfulneſs of Mens 
reſcue of Sinners from Deſtruction, and their 


Rom. I. x. Labourers together with God, 1 Cor. III. 
„ And Miniſters according to the diſpenſation of 
Col. I. 25. And this Appellation belongs to the 


1- AS he repreſents God, and acts in his 
name and ſtead, in the diſcharge of his Mini- 


s in Chriſt reconciling the World unto himſelf, has 


«4: tn, 
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mily, and to deal with em as Children, and fbi 
that End has made his Miniſters Rulers over by 
Houſhold, to give every one their Portion of Meat in 
due ſeaſon J. And has. given them charge of the 
Affairs of his Houſe, 2s Stewards of the Myſterir 
of God . "Thus then they are Men of God, as 
they are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God lil 
| beſeech us by them, as they pray us in Chriſts ſtead, 
0 be reconciled to God, 2 Cor. V. 20. And as they 
are Stewards of the manifold Grace of God. 1 Pet. N. 
10.— Thus I come to make ſome brief Re- 

flections upon this Propoſition. 
AND I muſt firſt apply this Truth to you, 

My Reverend Fathers and Brethren, whoſe Chara: 
ter I've now been conſidering. Suffer the moſt 


- unworthy of your Number and Order, to ftirup 


Jour pure Min ds by way of Remembrance. _ 
1. ARE: we Men of God, this teaches us the 

Sacred Dignity of our Office and Character. 
The Service of God is an Honour that the bright 
eſt Intelligences of Heaven are ambitious of. What 
cauſe have we therefore with raviſhed Souls, tc 
admire and adore that Grace of God, whic 
dignifies fuch worthleſs Worms with the Cha 
racter of his Ambaſſadors ? What cauſe of an hc 
Iy Emulation to walk worthy. of ſo high an Hc 
nour ; that God ben't diſhonour'd, our Perſor 
contemned, the Ordinances by us diſpenſe 
15 9785 and diſeſteemed, nor our Labours fruit 
leſs, by a licentious Walk, or by baſe ſordid meat 
Spirits or Actions. Fe 


i ARE we Men of God, this teaches u that 
be ſve muſt render an account of our Stewardſhip 


by give an account *. And bleſſed Lord! what a 
4 dreadful Account ſhall we have to give, if at 


ow May the conſideration of this Ac- 
J count always dwell in our Hearts, and invigo- 
„nate our Miniſterial Duties. May we obtain Grace 


17 of God to be faithful, and ſo diſcharge the Miniſtry 


ummitted to us of the Lord, as to give up our Ac- 
aunt with joy. May we be among thoſe bleſſed Ser- 
vants, whom our Lord hen he cometh ſhall. find ſo 


Miniſtry, many that ſhall be our crown and rejoicing 


to others. 


on which they come unto you in the Name of 
the Lord. Our buſineſs with you is of 
moſt awful Concernment ; It is to pray jou in 
Chriſt's ſtead to be reconciled ta God F. It is, if poſ- 


you as Brands out of the Fire; It is to labour 
with unwearied Diligence to have Chriſt formed 
nyou. And with what fervour of Affection, 


im, that we may preſent every Man perfect in Chriſt 
7a And now dear Souls! What muſt be 


8 * i ; PP 
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* Heb, III. 17. +2 Caf. V. 2. S Col: I 28. 


into him. We watch for Souls, as thoſe that muſt 


aft expoſed to that Reprimand, Thou flothful Ser- 


ling, and then ſee that deſireable fruit of our 
in the day of our Lord Feſus. But I now turn me 
3. ARE Miniſters Men of GOD, : How wor- 


thy are they then to be moſt ſeriouſly regarded, 
nthoſe moſt weighty and important Affairs, up- 


ſble, to check your carreer for Hell, and pluck 


and agony of Soul, do we come unto you, warn 
mg every Man, and teaching every Man in all Wiſ- 


the 


1 


— 


— 
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KEN 
the fruit of our Labour and Travail for you? 5 
Wil you be prevailed wich to accept of Chriſt, MW: 
and his Salvation? This will be to the Glory of Mth 
God, and the Crown and Rejoicing of your ſc: 
faithful Miniſters in the day of Chriſt, as well Ig 
as your own Salvation. Or muſt we preach to I 
the Wind? Muſt all our affectionate Addreſſes Mt: 
be as Water ſpilt upon the Ground, that cant be WM 
gathered up? Muſt we ſtill have occafion to Ii 
Jament over you, that we have labour'd in vai, Man 
and ſpent our Strength for nought ? You ſhall then po 
know, whether you'l hear, or whether you! forbear, Im 
that the Men of God have been among you * ; and iv 
that God reſents your barrenneſs under the Means {Mw 
of Grace, as a great indignity to him; and will th 
Puniſh your impenitence in Sin with greater . 
, Condemnation, than if you had never heard I 
the joyful Sound. And now I come to 
Prop. 2. THAT the Holy Scriptures are every 
way ſufficient, to make the Man of GOD perſed 
in, and throughly furniſh him for, the whole 
Work of his Miniſtry. For the illuſtrating 
Tz this Propoſition, let us take a ſhort view of the 
- Man of GOD, in the diſcharge of the ſeveral Du: 
. ties of his Function, and we ſhall find full and 
cCcmpleat Furniture from this Sacred Treaſury, 
| for every part thereof. DEP | 
= IF we confider him as a Teacher and Inſtru- 
| or of poor ignorant Souls, in the way to the 
| Kingdom of God. Labouring to ſtore their dark 
Underſtandings with the knowledge of the Do 
ctrines and Practice of Chriſtianity, and to boy 
| 38 EW : 
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n "r the Myſteries of Salvation. The Scripture is 


f, raßtoble for Inſtruction . Thence may he bring to 


of Mite Sinners vie w, his fallen State and native Mi- 


ur ey, with the bleſſed Remedy provided, and 
ell Nelorious Salvation exhibited. Thence may he 


to bew the Sinner the dreadful Perils of Impeni- 
ſes Mtcncy, and his laſt Neceſſity of accepting offered 


be Mercy. Thence may he mark out the path of 


to life, and diſcover the many Precipices, Errors 
in, Wind Miſtakes, to which the poor Pilgrim is ex- 
en Myoſed in his way to Heaven. In a Word, Thence 
ar, MWmay he be furniſh'd with whatever is neceſſary 
nd Mor Faith or Practice, and out of theſe Treaſares. 
ns ey be bring forth things new and old. There is no- 


ill ting Needful, nothing Lawful to be added. Bur 
er F en Angel from Heaven preach any other Doctrine, 


ud l bin be accurſed 7. 1 45 
| IF we follow the Man of GOD into his Study, 
ry what is the buſineſs of his private Meditations, 
ect but co conſult the Sacred Oracles, that he may 


ole now what is the good, and acceptable, and perfect 


ng Wil, of God? Whatever additional Helps may 


he came into uſe, they are profitable only as being 


u- ubſervient to his clearer underſtandig, and better 
nd inproving the Contents of this bleſſed Book; 
Moc of which he may be furniſh'd with Addreſſes 


Wegrecable to every Circumſtance of his Flock, 
ru- and qualified to ſhew himſelf approved unto God, a 


he Merkman that need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
the Word of Truth. oy E [ 


In, or performing. any part of Divine Wan, 
; ” the 


— 
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+2 Tim, III. 16. f Cal. I. s. 


IF we conſider the Man of GOD as preſiding 
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be Pattern in the Mount is his Directory, een 


Mans Wiſdom, with flouriſhes of his own Parts ot 


But whatever he delivers, muſt have the ſanction 


there 1s no light in him. They are the very Words 


or whatever crafty or perverſe Delinquents he 


N ; 
5 „ N 
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unto every Tack, Pin, and Fillet of the Sana. 
ary, not one Nail may he drive in the Taberna- 
cle, but according to that Pattern; the lea 
deviation from which, tho” it may have a ſhew of 
Wiſdom and Will-worſhip, yet will render the Wor. 
ſhip in vain. In vain do they worſhip me, teaching 
for  Doftrines the Commandments of Men, Mat. 
XV. 9. „ n 
IF we further conſider him in the Pulpit; 
thence addrefling us in the Name of the Lord, 
He hath no buſineſs there with enticing Word; of 


Learning, or with the Authority of any Men or 
Churches, how ancient, pious, or famous ſever, 


of a THUS SAITH THE. LORD.—— Kt 
muſt keep exactly to the Law, and to the Teſtiminy, 
F be ſpeaks not according to this word, it u becauſe 


of the Royal Commiſſion, whence he has his 
Authority, that he teach Men to obſerve whatſorun 
Chriſt has commanded him. * 2a 
+ LET us ſtill go on to conſider him as a Ris 
ler of Chriſt's Houſhold, holding the Scourge of 
Diſcipline in his Hands, to awe Men from ſcan- 
dalous Courſes, and chaſten obſtinate Offenders 
And what perplexed or difficult Caſes ſoever, 


may meet with, he may by a diligent Search, & 
prudent Application, find ſufficient Directions 
from the Scriptures, without the aſſiſtance of any 
7 : VVV CORR ps i | 


. ; * W —— 


. * Ifai, VIIL 30, + Mat. XXVII. TEL 


\ l | 
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3 WES, ae . 83 OP - 2 . - "Zip | 
mane Canons or Conſtitutions whatſoever. Anek 
adced I can't ſee any place ſuch can have in 


a: Ine Houſe of God, ſince we have but one Law- 

al ver, 2060 1 able to ſave and deſtroy . = Tir | 
of MW if we yet continue our view of the Man of | 
r-B0D, under the various metaphorical Appellati- 

ns he obtains in Scripture. As a Steward, out of 

at. Nis Treaſury muſt he provide every one their Por- 


ron of Meat in due ſeaſon. As a Watchman, he muſt 
jence take the Trumpet, to ſound the Alarum 


0, % poor ſecure Sinners. As an Ambaſſador, he 
ss here full Orders and Directions, how to ne- 
o'Wotiate the weighty Affairs of Chriſt's Kingdom. 


And to ſum up all in a Word, he is hereby 
troughly furniſh'd unto all good Works © 
AND now I come to the main thing intend= 
ed, to make ſome Improvement of this Propo- 


ton. 1 
yr are hence inſtrucked, that the Jan of | 


0D has no Power or Authority to make any 
New Laws or Conſtitutions in the Affairs af God's 
Houſe ; or to make any Additions unto, or A- 
rations of thoſe Laws, that Chriſt has left us 
n the Divine Oracles. This being an Affair 
hat has cauſed much Struggle and Debate ; and 
t has been (as I obſerved before) throughout: 
al ſucceeding ages of the Church, the ſource: 


"WW innumerable Miſchiefs and Confuſions. I ſhall 
ne W:ke liberty to be ſomething particular upon 
1 his head, and conſider what it is to make New 


17; and as I paſs along, diſprove our Claim 
) that Authority. . 
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a * 7, THEN the deviſing and impoſing in 


PART or MODE of Worſhip that wants a D 
vine inſtitution, is a Legiſlature that we have no 
juſt claim to.——— There are indeed ſeyeryM" 
circumſtantial Appendages to the Worſhip off 
God, ſuch as Time, Place, 8c. that are not, noel 
is it poſſible they ſhould be, particularly provi 
ded for in the Word of God. Wiſdom i ref 
able to dire, and determine theſe things, y 
conformable to thoſe general Rules, that require f 
all things to be done to Edification, Decently an 
in Order. | 8 | | P 


BUT then to Inſtitute any new PART of 
Worſhip, or to bring any thing into Gods im- 
mediate Service, not expreſly inſtituted by Chriſt, M" 
is a bold Invafion of his Royalty, who is Heal { 
over all things to hi Church * ; and whoſe Prero- f 
gative it is, to give Laws and Ordinances to hf. 
ouſe. And no pretence of Innocency, In- 7 
differency, or the like, will legitimate our thus He 
fetting our Threſholds by Gods Threſholds, aul ut, 
Poſts by bi Poſts F. What more Innocent, what 
more Indifferent, than the cleanly. Ceremony 
of waſhing Hands before Meat? Yet when Religi- 
on comes to be placed in it, -and it's made a De- 
cree of the Sanhedrim, Gods Commandment i 
tranſpreſſed by this Tradition. Mat. XV. 3. 
© AND no lefs faulty is the Invention, and Im- 
poſition of any Unſcriptural MODE of Wor- 
mip · For God has ſhewn us the form of bu Houſe, 
a, faſhion thereof, and the goings out thereof, and 
phe comings in thereof, and all the forms theredf, = 
0 . , 
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can't ſee, but that the moſt plauſible Arguments 


by which this can be patronized, may be urged 


with as fair a ſhew in juſtification of Nadab and 


dbibu ; of Uzzab, or Abaz''s Damaſcene Altar. 


* 


5. THE forming and impoſing any New 
Acts or Conſtitutions, in the Government or 
Diſcipline of the Church, I take to be an un- 


varrantable Legiſſature. . That I may clear 


this ſomthing particularly, I ſhall premiſe theſe 


three things. 


1. THAT Chriſt has appointed a Government 
or Diſcipline in his Church. Chriſt has not kk 
| GC» his 
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his Church to be a Garden without Encloſufe, 


a City without Walls, or a Vineyard without a 
Hedge; nor has he left his Diſciples to be Lambs 


in a large place, an ungovern d Mobile; that (as 


when there was no King in Ifrael) every one 


| Prould do what # good in his own eyes, take his Wing 
in ſinful and licentious Courſes ; to the ſcandal 
of Religion, profanation of ſacred Ordinances, 


and deſtruction of his own Soul.— But that 
Offenders may be reduced, rotten Members cut 
off, Scandal reſtrain'd, and the Church edified 


. Chriſt has conſtituted an Eccleſiaſtical Regi- 


ment, and for that end appointed his own pro- 
per Officers, Laws, Ordinances, and Cenſures 


The Neceflity of which is manifeſt, from the 


Conſtitution of the Church, which conſiſts of 
barren, and fruitful Branches; of Sound and Un- 


ſound ; Tares and Wheat ; Sheep and Goats; 


and muft therefore quickly become a Babel, if 
without Diſcipline. The truth of which is alſo 
abundantly evident from many places of Scrip- 
ture, particularly from Mat. XVIII. from 15 to 
1 Tim. V. 20. cum multi alis. I 

I don't now deſign a Diſpute upon. the contro 
verted Modes of Church-Government ; but will 


20 Verſe, Tit. III. 10. and I. x3, 2 Cor-Il 6, 


venture to ſay with due deferrence and reſpedt 
to thole otherwiſe minded, that the Presbyterian 


Government appears to me the moſt conformed 


to the Laws of Chriſt, of any whatſoever; and 


does, for ought I know, as exactly quadrate with 
the Rule, as may be hoped for in this ſtate of 


/ © 
| I 
| Br; 
<= 


Imperfection. 


Cw) - 


fe, il But I go on to premiſe; © 


tal 2. THAT there are ſome External Circuns 


nb: ſtances of Diſcipline, that are not ſet down pre- 
(as ciſely, or expreſly provided for in the Word of 
6%; but are left to the prudent Conduct of 
ing Church Governours. To exemplify this, we in 
dal I theſe Parts manage the Diſcipline of the Church 
ces, Ml in Seſſons, Presbyteries, and Synods; and have 
hat MW dotibtleſs the Divine Warrant for our ſo doing. 
cut MW In order to this, there muſt be Time and Place 
ed; appointed for ſuch Conventions, and ſome Or- 
gi - der and Method for carrying on our Conſultati- 
ro-M ons decently, and without Confuſion: And in 
res Ml this caſe there being only general Rules left us 


the in the Scripture, it neceſſarily belongs to us to 


ol conſult and agree upon ſuch Methods, as may 
Jn" beſt ſubſerve the great Ends of Diſcipline, the 
is; Glory of God, and the Churches Weal. The 
„il Hyd at Feruſalem mention'd Ad, XV. does in- 
lo deed give us conſiderable Light, even in this 
ip caſe ; but leaves many neceſſary Circumſtances 
; to to be provided for, by Humane Wiſdom and Pru- 
, 6,88 dence. But then, 4 3 
3. ALL the Subſtantials of Government 
are left upon Record in the Word of God, and 
ae unalterable by any Humane Authority 
As Chriſt is ſole King & Legiſlator to his Church, 
it is an incommunicable Jewel in his Crown, to 
give all the Laws and all ths Ordinances thereof; 
and it would therefore be an egregious Refle- 
Gion on his Faithfulneſs, to ſuppoſe any Caſe 
that can poſſibly occur unprovided for. It is a 
yorthy ſaying of a venerable Synod *, ** Chrifk 
"I | E22; 


F 


Vindisatiog of Prezbyterial Goyernment, p. 4 


5 „ 
& 235 a King now fits at Gods right Hand, and i; 
made head over all things to bà Church, which 
* Church is called the Houſe of God, and ho 

© ſhould appoint Orders for the Government of 

e the Houſe, but the Lord of the Houſe ? And 
© to ſay that he hath not ordain'd how his 
** Houſe ſhould be govern'd, is to make the 
** Maſter lef faithful in his own Houſe, than his 
o Servant Moſes was. Theſe things premis d, 
J reaſſume the Propofition, That it # an unwar- 
rantable Legiſlature, tomake any Acts or Conſtitution 
for the Subſtantials of Church-Government. 

II is an excellent Saying of the Biſhop of Ban- 

gor, worthy to be printed in Letters of Gold, and 

tranſmitted to lateſt Poſterity . And in this 

** Senſe therefore, his (Chriſts) Kingdom is not 

** of this World, that he has in thoſe Points left 

behind him no Viſible Humane Authority, no 

** Vicegerent that can be ſaid properly to ſupply 

his place, no Interpreters upon whom his Sub- 

** jects are abſolutely to depend, no Judges over 

the. Conſciences 2nd Religion of his People 
For if this were ſo, that any ſuch abſolute 
Vicegerent Authority, either for the making 
J New Laws, or Interpreting old ones, or judging 

5 , his Subjects in Religious Matters, were lodged 

B in any Men upon Earth; the Conſequence 

4 d would be, that what ſtill retains the Name of 

the Church of Cbriſt, would not be the Kingdm 

, Chriſt; but the Kingdom of thoſe Men veſted 

*f with ſuch Authority. The truth of this 

will appear moſt manifeſt if we conlider, 1 
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* Sermon before the King, March 31. 1717. 
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THAT whatever Acts or Conſtitution, cat == 
te deviſed, muſt be ſuch as Chriſt has already 
made, or ſuch as he has not made. There is no 
place for making Acts already made; and it's a | 
daring Uſurpation of Chriſts Throne, and ruſh» 
ing upon the Pikes of that terrible Threatning, 
Rev. XXII. 18. to make new ones that he has 


not inſtituted. Again, i £4.67 137 S0BR0N 

WE can make no Conftitutions, bat what | 
muſt be either binding and obligatory,” or nor. 1 
If not, ſuch chimerical Acts can be of no fur- 
ther uſe, than as a ſubject of Debate, and bone 


Ban- of Contention. | If binding, We exerciſe a king- 5 
and I Dominion and Authority, and make our ſelves 5 
Indi over Gods Heritage, contrary to our Lords 


expreſs Command, Mat. XX. 25, 26. and 1 Pet. 


1 


om Chriſt, or the leaſt liſp in the Bible that 
duntenances ſuch a Regal Power. I add, 
WHATEVER Conſtitutions can be formed 


| not : 
leſt MV. 3- Moreover, - _ or DC | 
no IF we make any Laws for the Diſcipline of 1 
pply Wite Church, they muſt be made either by Au- [4 
ub» Mthoricy derived from Chriſt, or by our own Au- 1 
over Mihority. I'm ſure it's imperious enough to claim 4 
ple. ach an Authority of our own, and I challenge : 
lute Mthe World co produce any ſuch Dedimus poteſtatem 4 
ged | 
nce Wor Church-Government, muſt be either of a 

of Religious Nature, or meerly Humane Politicks 


and Prudentials. Now it's a ruled Caſe, that all 
lipion is of Divine Original, and we have no 
luthority to put the Stamp of Religion upon 
tie moſt innocent and indifferent thing in te 
World, as I have already proved from Mat. XV. 6 
uud as for meerly Humane Politicks, the horrible 

„„ 5 . Con- 


Donfuſion they have already brought upon t 
Church, would make 'em appear with but ali: 
very indifferent Aſpe&, in the eyes of all ſeriou 
and d thinking Perſons, if we had not been forbid 

to ſet aur Threſholds by Gods, and our Poſts by by, 
THESE, among the many Reaſons that might 
be aflign'd, make it appear, that no Pretencg 
whatſoever can juſtify this uſurped Power. | 

IF never ſo many, and never ſo famous 
Churches have ſet us this Copy, we may not 
_ write after it. | | e e 

COULD we make Acts never fo innocent in 
themſelves, and never ſo agreeable to the State 
and Circumſtances of our Churches, the Lau. 
making Faculty would ſtill be an Uſurpation. 
LEI us make never ſo many Pretences to 
found ſuch Conſtitutions upon the Word of God, 
all the Churches in the World may put in the 
ſame Plea, and even the Papal Hierarchy and the 
Canons of Trent, pretend to the ſame Foundation, 
and have as much claim to this Legiſlative Authe- 
_ rity from ſuch Pretences, as we can have; that i, 
none at all. „ $2 | 

But I'le haſten forward, and conſider, _ 

3, THAT any authoritative obligatory Inte- 
pretation of the Laws of Chriſt, is a Law-making 
Faculty that we are not entitled to. It's 
true the Miniſters of Chriſt have Commiſſion to 
Interpret his Laws, and it concerns them with 
utmoſt application to ſtudy his Mind and Wil, 
that they may declare his whole Counſel to his 

People. But then theſe having no elaim to l. 
.  fallibility, can have no Authority to impoſe their 
Interpretations; nor is any Mau abſolutely = 


5 ; 
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p ( —— — Fg A 2 4 
9 | * 


el to receive them, any farther than they aps 


ear to him juſt and true. The Reaſons of this 
iouz e obvious. J.;; ns 
big WHATEVER Subjection is either required 


| performed unto ſuch Interpretations, muſt be in 
hedience either to God or Man. Obedience to 
od it cannot be, when ourConſciences(whether 
Regular or Erring, it's the ſame thing) tell us, 
at God requires no ſuch thing at our hands- 


not ind if we owe any Obedience to Man in this 
Ic, it muſt be becauſe he has an abſolute Iegiſſa- 
it in ve Power, and is Lord over our Conſciences, But 
tate obo „ be that judgeth another Mans Servant? ſince 


be own Maſter he muſt ſtand or fall *. Beſides, 

THIS Power to impoſe Interpretations of Scrip- 
re, muſt neceſſarily blend Light and Darkneſs, 4 
ruth and Falſhood together; oblige us to be- | 


JV | 1 ; | | 

| the Wire greateſt Contradictions, and build our hope 
the pl Salvation upon the moſt contrary Foundati- 

ion, 554 — yy : - 5 ; | 2 


To exemplify this. > 2 
THERE are ſome that Interpret the Scriptures 
a Popiſh, ſome in a Proteſtant Sence ; ſome in 
In Arminian, ſome in a Calviniſt Sence; ſome 
o inſtance no more) in an Arian or Socinian, 
Ind bleſſed be God, the moſt in a contrary Sence; 
nd all theſe have an equal claim to impoſe their 


n to N erpretations. And muſt we believe them all ? 

with Ruft we believe that we are juſtified by Works 
Will, . cndigno, and yet that we are juſtified by Faith 
o his me, without the Works of the Laus? Muſt we be- | 


ke the Decrees of God Abſolute, and yet Con- 3 
. Attional 2 1 


Lad 


— 


Rom. XIV. 4s : 


ES 


. 1 
ditional? That our bleſſed Saviour 15 à ma 
Oreature, and yet that he is eſſentially God, ec 
equal, and coeval with the Father? and a hun 
dred more like Contradictions, that may be col 
lected out of the Interpretations of Scripture, 2 
mong theſe different Sects. 55 
IF we conſider this with relation to Diſc 
pline, the Conſequence is the ſame.——— Thi 
Keys of Diſcipline belong to the Pope, ſay thi 
Romans ; To the Patrierch of Copſtantinople, ſay the 
Greek Churches ; To Prelates 5 ſay the Engliſh Church 
To Presbyters, ſay moſt other Reformed Churchy 
To the Community in conjunction with the Preſ 
 byters, lay our Congregational Brethren. And which 
gf theſe muſt we believe? I anſwer, none o 
em all. For though we agree in Principle with 
ſome of theſe, it is becauſe we eſteem their if 
terpretations juſt, and agreeable to the Mind « 
_ Chriſt; and ſo its Chriſts Authority, & not theirs 


that we found our Faith upon. ola 
THERE are two plauſible Objections lie it 
our way, which I ſhall therefore .endeavour't 
gbviate. .. 3 TO” 
II ͤ may he objected, How can Miniſters b 
ſaid to repreſent Chriſt, to preach in his Name 
and by his Authority; and yet their Hearers n6 
be obliged to receive their Doctrine; but at li 
berty to follow their ſeveral Sentiments, and (al 
ntimes) erring and miſguided Conſciences 
| AAS ANGIE 7 1 nn} 
_ THE Miniſters of Chriſt do come to us in h 
Name, and by his Authority, when they preae 
nothing but what is contain'd in his Word, an 


Gs ate under indiſpenſible Obligation to rec 


ned ge manifeſt Truibs of God by them preached, not 
d, e u the Word of Man, but as (it u in truth) the Mord 
hun, God But they have no Commiſſion to teach 
e coll: to obſerve any thing, but hat Chriſt bas com- 
te, A anded them f. And when they teach any other 
Doctrine, they come in their own Names, and 


Diſcih in Chriſts. So then, we are to eſteem 
Th them as Chriſts Ambaſſadors, and with awful Re- 
y we .:rence to attend their preaching, as if Chriſt was 
10. ſraking to us by them, when we are convinced 


that they declare the Counſel of God: But are 
not bound to an implicite Faith, againſt contra- 
ry Convictions. It concerns them therefore, to 
juſtify their Interpretations of Gods Word, by clear 
Scripture Evidence, to the Conviction of their 
Hearers ; and thereby lay em under Obligations 
to Obſervance and Obedience. WY 
IT may be further objected, That this Do- 
arine will deſtroy all Diſcipline. For if we have 
no power to impoſe our Interpretations of Chriſts 
Laws, neither have we Authority to impoſe a- 
py Cenſures, founded upon ſuch Interpretations. 
hin 2 2 27 8 | 
THERE can be but two Caſes in which Cen- 
ſures ſhould be adminiſtred, the one is Scandal, 
the other Hereſy. And I can't ſee any impoſition 
of our Interpretations, by Regular Diſcipline, - in 

ather of theſe. , . 
IT is but what the Light of Nature teaches, 
and all the different Sects of Chriſtians are a- 
greed in, that evident and notorious Scandal, 
unqualifies Men for Salvation. For us therefore 
| 3 | 77: £0 
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or Glory; or to ſeclude ſuch Criminals our ſa 


him our Communion, for Obſtinacy in notorioy 
Impiety. N . ; | ; 


Vi. III. 10. being Obſtinate, they are to be R- 


right to impoſe our Opinions and Interpretati 


ject theirs, and even to judge em Impious and 


' Heretick unfit for Communion in Sealing 0 


--SY 


to declare that the Unrigbteous fhall not Inherit if; 
| Kingdom of God, That wicked and profligate pe 
ſons are unmeet for the Kingdom of his Grace 


"cred Fellowſhip, (which is, for "ought I know 
the higheſt Church-Cenſure) gives no handle of 
Complaint, nor is any impoſition upon Conſci. 
ence, unleſs Conſcience be made an Umbrage 
for Licentiouſneſs and Impiety. We impoſe ne 
Interpretation upon the Delinquent, by barring 


AND as for Hereticks the Rule is plain 


jected. And what impoſition upon their Con- 
ſciences can this imply? Tho' we have no 


upon them, we have an undiſputed claim to re 


Wicked, (when they are ſo) ſuch as render the 
dinance.. ; 

But to make this Caſe, if poſlible, a little 
plainer : Pe „ 

THOUGH ſome plain and comprehenſive 
Creed or Confeſſion 95 Faith (for diſtinguiſhing 
ſuch as receive, from thofe who reje& rhe Fail 
once delivered to the Saints) may be uſeful and n- 
ceſſary, ſince the worſt of Herefies may take ſhel- 
ter under the expreſs Words of Scripture. Yet 
we are by no means to force theſe credenda, up- 
on any of differing Sentiments. 

WE may not ſo much as ſhut out of Com 


munion, any ſuch Diſſenters, as we can Gln 


it th 
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by hope Chriſt won't 


ſhut out of Heaven:? Bit - 
ſhould open the Doors of the Church as wide, as 
Chriſt opens the Gates of Heaven; and receive one 


another, as Chriſt alſo received us, to the Glory of 
God *. 9 ny db te 
AND tho' we ought to reject both the Here- 


fy, and the Communion of choſe, who deny 
what we eſteem the Fundamental Truths of our 
holy Religion; yet even theſe eſſential Articles 
of Chriſtianity, may not be impoſed by Civil 
Coercions, temporal Penalties, or any other way 
whatfoever- one ere 
THESE things having been thus diſtinctly 
conſidered, I'le give you the ſum of what has 
been ſaid under this Inference, in the Words of 
Monſieur De Ia Pilloniere f. If you mean by 
" that KINGLY Word NEW Laws, no more 
"than outward REGULATIONS in matters 
* indifferent, about appointing for your ſelves 
& thoſe who agree with you, Time, Place, Cr. 
of Publick Worſbip, and other like things, which 
; may conduce to ORDER and DECENCY ; 
. I confeſs thus far it à no invaſion of Chriſts Re- 
$a Power. But if by the power of making 
NEW LAWS, you pretend to a power of ad- 
ing the leaſt tittle to the FAITH that was 
Mee delivered to the Saints, or of encroaching 
" by way of INTERPRETATION, or any 0-- 
cher way, upon that Freedom with which our 
. Redeemer has made us Free; then you arrogate 
i ſelves did, and inſtead of his Meſſengers & SER = | 
- VANTS, you become in part, the Uſurpers of 


% His 
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an, XV. 7. 4 Anſwer to Dr. Snape Accuſation. p. 66 


to your ſelves more than the Apoſtles them | 
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This Tuc, and che LORDS of his People. ni 
I hafteh to a Concluſion, and ſhall add but this 
Og. de or ng 

II. WE are hence inſtructed, how great are ou 
Obligations to adore and praiſe the Grace of God 
in committing unto us his bleſſed Oracles, where- 
in ,are contain'd' every thing neceſſary for ou 
_Satvation.—- A Privilege by which we are di- 
Ningniſh'd from many of our Fellow-Creatures 
who /it in darkiiefs and ſee no light; and are unde 
a neceſſity to periſh for lack of Viſion, while we 
are under the happy Influences of the Meridian 
Sun of the Goſpel. God therefore juſtly expect 
from us, that we have lafting-Impreffions of his 
Goodneſs upon our Hearts; and that our grate 
ful Reflections thereon, actuate us to a caref 
Acquaintance with, and diligent Obſervance o 
his Will revealed in his Word · He expects thi 
we revere his Threatnings, and thereby take war 
ning to flee from the Wrath to come; that ut 
obey, his Precepts, and ſtudy a conformity to hi 
bleſſed Laws; and that we comply with his In 
vitations, and embrace a tendred Saviour upon hi 
own Terms. And O that we might be ſuf 
ciently alarum'd with the dreadful Profpe o 
having this precious Privilege, by our Unthank 
Fulneſs for, and Miſimprovement of it, riſe u 
in Judgment againſt us, and render our ſtat 
more intolerable, than that of Tyre and Side, Si 
dom and Gomorrah, in the Day of Judgment, 20 
"cording to the Threatning, Mat. XI. 23, 2 
For how ſuall 2e eſcape, N neglect ſo great Sil 
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